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BEHAVIOU 


of EDMUND KIRK, JOHN BENNET, MORGAN KEADING and ANDREVY HILL 


During their Impriſonment, and at the place of . 


EXECUTION 


On Friday the 11th, of this inſtant Tuly 1684. 
With their 


Laſt Dying Words 
SPEEC 
T Y B uU R N 6 


T the Sefions inthe 014-Baily; on the 34. and 24. of July, Nine Crintindls re- 
ceived Sentence of Death, of which number five were Reprieved, and the othes 
four { Viz ) Edmund Kirk; Fol Bennet, AMecrgan Reading and Andrew Hil, were C 
this day Executed. . ; 

Andr ew Hi!l and Morgan Reading, were indicted for Felcy and Bw z1yy, for breaking in 
to the Houſe of his Grace the Duke of Ormona, and oi this FaCt tound guilty, aud received 
Sentence of Death: 

Fohn Kennet, Was indicted for ſtealing a Mare of the t300ds of one Mr Saunders, His 
Comeradewas John Holthan, who with "him received Sentence of Death for the ſame Fact M; 
but hath ſince received his Majeſtits moſt gracious Reprieve. 

Since the time of Condemnation, they rather appeared concerned at the Puniſhment than 

| Penitent for the Crime : Till upon S»naay in the Morning they went to Chappel/, where 
after the Prayers ofthe Church, Mr. Ordinary Preached ro rhem upon the 33th. «of Ezck, & 
the 11th. Ver. Say unto them as L live, &E. 'n the Afternoon, Dr. Hawkins Miniſter .of St.Bar 
tholomews, whoſe Text was in Fzek, Chap. 16. Ver 25. Then baſt built the Hich place. 
&c. During the Sermon, Bemrez appeared very penitent,, and was obſerved {to Weep and 
often ſha£c} his Head, which were the oatwards ſigns o: his inward forrow and. contrition. , 
 Theotkertwo ſar very compoſed, and the good effets they received from the pinus diſs 
courſes of the Preachers was more hoped for, fromtheir, ſerious Meditation,' than by any 
'Publick Tokens or Expreſſions of it. 

Edmund Kirk, another of the Offenders who this day * "Inffered. was: indicted for the Mur- 
ther of his vyife Joan Kirk, whoſe dead hody was found. in 4 Field near Paddington by a 
Mower; her Throat was cut, and her Head and Face miſerably beat and bruiſed.” The E- 
vidence at h is Tryal was plain againſt him, not had the Priſoner ahy thing to ſay for him- 
fel ft that cou 1d give the Court or the Jury it leaſt ſatisfaction. to think him innocent : All 
the time of h is impriſonment, he behav?d himlelf very Penitent, but more eſpecially after 
Sentence of Peath as appears by rhoſe Prayers which -were writ by his cwn hand and 


of his own e.xprefſior;, with a full Account; of his Life and Converſation, futheſe following . 
VVords. = 0 Lord 
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O Lord 1 meſt bumbly erave thy Aſſiſtance in the performance of this work, 1 am about to begin, 
roſhew the World; Vow the hopes of van glory, ad the allurements of Sin and Satan haut prevail= 
ed upon my unhappy ſelf, and that by dcclareimg to all Chriſtian People the ſeveral ways. of my in- | 
ticemg Sims which have brought me to.this ſham:ful death ;, | may forewarn others front following 
thoſe nicked con, ſes which will certainly bring em to the ſame miſerable end, | 

.*. I'was born at Fertcham-in the County of Surry, where my Father. lived, by name Edmund 
Kirk, 1 was his third Son, and he dying in the {ixth year of my Age ; I was Jome time after 
put ro Board with Mrs, Nelſon of Mick{am in the County aforchaid, where having been 
with her for the ſpace of one year or there abouts ; I was removed to Mr. Gervis a Malt- 
Tan at 'Eaſted, with whom I continued the ſpace of fix Fears, who coming to Kingſton upon 
Thames | then went to the Free-School there to one Mr Rowel for two years of that time, 

' Being now.nezr thirteen years of Ape, my Uncle who lived in London a Hatband-maker, 
deſired I ſhould be with him, with whem I lived a year or more, but not fancying the Trade, 
] then: went to my Brother a Watch-maker where I was abour half a year, but not likeing 
that Frade I removed to my Vncl.*s again as the place of my habitation and refuge when in 
any neceſſity : I had not been there above the: ſpace o. five Weeks, hut 7 fancyed the way 
ct Calling ofa Vintner, and was firſt placed with Mr. Symmons at the Kings Head Tavern 
near Gyld- Hall, where I was five Weeks, and then my Un&le and Brother becarhz bound 
for me, and 1 engaged my ſelf for the ſpace of ſeven years, 'of which I ſerved him very tru- 
ly and honeſtly four years, and after this time was expired T became a Servant ar the Miter 
Taxern in Kings-ſtreet W-ftminſter,, where | lived out two years and a half : After 1 hal been 
ahcrt half a year at the Meter, I uſed to go tothe Leg Tavern with ſome Friends to drink, 
where Joan Green, ( alias) Kirk, who was {ince my poor wi-e.,then lived, going often thither 
© T obſerved this woman, and took the opportunity of being acquainted wirh* her : my fre- 
quent Viſits having now made me 'amiliar with her : I begin to feel in my ſelf a more parti- 
cular reſpect and effeticn for her , which having ciſcovered to her, ſhe a:cepted of my 
Love, whereupon | made her a promiſe to Marry her, which ' ſhe very ſoon and willingly 
embraced. After { had thus given her mypromite to Marry her, ſhe uſed frequently to come 
to the Miter, and was by her very 0 ten inquiries for me, very troubleſome to me. and taken 
notice of by my Maſter and Miſtreſs, who asked me for what reaſon this woman fo continu- 
al:y haunted me, that ſhe took me. off. of my buſit.ejs, and in the end would prove very 
P: ejudicial ro me 1f 7 did not forfake her company, which they both adviſed me to, as my 
friends, who wiihed me well. Sometime after ſhe left her Service at the Leg and my Milt- 
reſs hired her into our houſe, where we lived togerker for threequarters :of a year, and 
then ſhe went intothe Country, and aftcr ker coming up to Town, lived at a Mqrchants 
| houſe in Themes ſ'rect. Aiter [had ſtaycd a twelvemonth longer. at the M'rer, I went to 

'the Swan at the upper end of Fanchurch Street, where | had net been. above three lays but 
ſhe follew«d me, ſtill urging and preſſing me to Marry her as ſhe had done before; fo oft- 
en that I bezanto grow weary of her 1nportunities and letr that place, and went to the 

San by C:mpplezate, where] was a Fertnight but ſhe tound nie our again and ſtill 2rged.me 
to Marry lr, I rold her 7 could not co it yet with coaveniencie to. my felf and my own 
buſineſs, that I had ſome Mony in the Chamber of London, which was fix{core Guiarys, and 

$1 reen Pound - per Annm, which was to came to me, after my Mother in Law s:Deceaſe, 
 that-if 7could not raiſe enough to (et up a Tavern. 1 would keep, a Yierual.'7ng houſe. 
ele diiccuries did not give her that fatisfaction.] expected from her, but-.ſh ; pcrſiſted 

in preſſing me to Marry her preſently ſo that 7 became diſcontenred, lince | coul. | not ſettle 
in any place but was ſtill purſued by her, and diſcompoſed in my own thoug! as and bus 

ſinefs, 7 left that place, but hoping 7 ſhould be wore at caſe conſented to Marry her, which 
1 did within five or fix days, and then went to Mr. Hill at the Roſe in Pye-Ce'r1 r about 
eight daysafter 1 was Married, ſhe being then in Service at a Gentlemans houſe in Fiſh-treer. 

On Sunday the 25th. of Aay,.1 called upon her at her Maſters houſe, and defi ged her to 
go out and walk wich me, and when we came into a Field near Paddington | did 1 hat Bloody 
Act, for which I ncw dc.ervedly {uffer. 1do confeſs to all the world, ir | 8s been the 

- great trouble and afflictio of iny foul, thatl ſhould be ſo Barbarons and Cruel i © her, and I 
caznot but praiſe the infinite Mercys of Almighty God, who was been pleaſed to ; zive me time 
torepent, who had not ſo.much-Pitty or Conſideration, with me, toallow hero ne Moments 
teſpit to ſay her prayers in. I firſt: gave her a knock with my Cane which bear 1] 1er back, and 
falling down [cut her throat witha ſmall Knife I had in my pocket, withour giving her the 


, mat 


-- 
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lib:rty of ſpzaking one word of:Mercy. 

_ It was the preſent inſtigation ofthe Devil, that put it into my head at that in'tant, ner had 
J, when I calÞ her out trom her Maſters houſe, any thought of committing ; that horcid 
Murther upon her, which I hope Almighty God will pardon me for. | 


VV Hereas the all. ſearching Eye of God, in whoſe preſence Darkneſs is Light, has by 
the ſending ofhis Vengeance upon me meritoriouſly, andthe * [errors of the fi. 
Lord, which ſhould perſwade all men to true Repentance, bavivg ſeized m y very _ I Fe 
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Fit. 


UM 
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-think it equally My, Obligation to man, an d man kind, ard my 7uty to my Alm; FROG 
to give a uli account tothe World, to prevent the Fatal Entertaininent of thoſe Sine and the 
ſubciity of that Frince of Darkneſs, which has brought n:e to this tntitnely and ſhaimetul death? 
in order that Virtue nay have its +u!l \atue, and Vice ,, bepainted in its proper Colours: 1 have 
been guiliy cf i;:nutmer ous heznous Offences and fins of the greateſt Magnitude, and thoſe 
karued tier the Evil Ccmpany that I conſtantly frequented, ard novriſhed by letting Toole the 
Reigr:s tony cwh ruire: the commands of God were always vile ard cheap to me ahd my ir- 
regular lite ttanſcendenly more eligible and preferable before the leaſt thought of Ecerriey 5 
So that | cor.teis before Ged; and the World, that the breaking of the Sabbath; was the fatal 
bane to my,proiper ity, and living Chriſtianly here 5 and may without the great mercyof God 
prove lo hereafter z nor wasttis the period of my wicked and unchriſtian life, as I was natirally 
inclined to all manner of Zendne/s that my Age and Stature was capable of, fo I added the Whip 
and Spur to. my inordinare affections, and was as induſtrious to find out ſuitable Compani 6ns, 
as cager and ready to conſent to their Wickedneſs ;, hence it 1s that Drukenneſs, Luſt and Lying; 
have hed the fole Dominion and Rule over me, and my Pafſion as frequently above my pritict+ 
ples, as my Pride was exalted above all that is called good, lo that now I nave made a wooful 
experimert, how fatal it 1s tolive without God in the World, to be deſtitute of regeneration, 
a turning frem Dai knels unto Light, and from the power Ot Saran, unto the Kingdom of God - 
As to the Crime I am accuſed of, | never wanted fo much grace as not to confets it, and were 
I to gain a thoutand Worldsto tranſact it, I (ould rather retuie them than be perpetually haun< 
ted with an evil Conſcience which inſeperably attei:ds ſuch abominable and helliſh crimes . 
ſome way perhaps expeCt that 1 fhonld mitigate and leficn my Sin, by alledging feme ivduCtives 
that may be proper to that purpole, but as the Fact was berbarous even tothe higheſt degfee, 
ſoif ] bad the greateſt pi ovocation in the World it could never itand me in any ſtead or excuſe 
either to God or Man,and therefore it is asneedlefs to apoligize me as Sinful ro.blame the Inng- 
cent, though indeed my Wile had given me perpetual occalions to be paſſionate, but not to 
that deprce as ro be guilry oi Murder. 


, 


Lord, mrſt Holy, Good and Gracious Everlaſting, and Bleſſed Lord God, how Glorious art thou 
Lord God ;, thou art 4a great God 5; ad a mercifnl Goa, and thou h.iſt done for me a thouſand 
times more then I have «ejerved : 1 muſt confeſs; I have been a great Sinner ;; | have done thoſe things 
which 1 oueht not for to have aoue, ard I Dave left undone thoſe things which | ought for to bave dones 
Lord belp me, ana ſtrengthen my Faith; Evay Afinme nore and more ;, thoſe few Minutes, that 1 
have for to live m this Werld. rat when my Soul and Body parts, My Soul may afcend up to Heas 
wen, ard be that ſhed his prectous Blood for Swhicrs if ut be bis Bleſſed Will, may make my peace 
with God, Lord let my ſins be covered ;, forſake me. rot, becauſe of my Sins, for | have been a 
great Sinner. I have offended ag ainft all thy Holy Laws, 1 have bmbl y confeſt them all. 
; Lord, fur Chriſt Jeſus ſake forgive me all my Sins ; lhave confeſs*d them upon my bended Knees ; 
grart that | may be awerming to others, that they may ſpcd their Sabvath better, walk, uprightly and 
JujHy and dy nothing contra y toG cas Law; Lord recave my everlaſting Soul, Jeſus keep me fromthe 
Z 0; ments of Hill, One thing mie Brg Lord, bleſs my poor Friends that I fhall leave behind 
me, and give themG7ace ro undergo this trouble 3 and wow | part in peace, 1 have repented me of all 
eny Sins, aud for Chriſt Jeſus ſake enable me with all thirgs1ceflary this day, concluding my Imper= 
pet Prayer, as C hriſt himſelf hath taught me, ſaymg, ( our Father which art in Heavcn- 


H that men would confider this in time, how fin will one day change their Conntenance, 
© howe.cr It cometh at firſt ina ftattering form, pretending nothing bur Friendſhip. bur 
in the end will leave a Stirg behind ir, even a guilty Conſcience, terror of mid, and anguiſh of 
Spirit, There orc let us fly from Sin, as from the hiting ofa Serpcnt, tier we be not ſtung 
Lkerewith unto Eternal Death: ( Knowing that thc wages of Sin 1s Death. ) 


« Moſt Merciful 2nde-er Blieffed Lord God ; 7 beſecch thee O Lord, look down up- 
c on-me with an Eye of pitty, if it be thy Bi fied Will - it js thy infinite Mercy thatk 
£211 on this ſice the Grave, and out of Hell;  O Lord J have deſerved to be caft. into Tor- 
© mentstoall Eternity, how heve / offended thee, end ren irto Sin, and thouvghtI could ne- 
© ver do enovgh to abule thy Mercy, pardon the fins that | have commited, waſh that Blood 
© from off my Soul : Let not my Seul periſh roEcernity. It was an horrid Crime to ſhed 
© [n1ocent Blood;pa:don thar fin,O Lord let nor the Blood of that Creature cry tor vengeance 
<Q Lord, thou k«ſt been Merciful to me, in giving me time to repent : for ought I know, 
© her Son! is undove for ever ; Lord forgive me, I. new not what 7 did, forgive my Sabbath 
<hreaking, Lyi g, Curling ; forgive my Drunkenneſs, blot them our of thy Book of Re- 
Cmnembrance, turn them away behind thee : O Lord 7 have repented cf them from my Soul , 
© tharever 7 ſhould offend a God, ſo Good, and fo Merceiful and Gracious, J do helieve on 
© his, and wo wholy throw my lelf upon thee : / acknowledge it would be juſt in thee to 
Dam my Sort, but it would A inkuuce Mercy in thee tofave me 5 and what free Grace 
: * will 


— ( 4 | =D : 
© will it be in thee topardon me : it is dreadſul ) looſe the Body, but how dreadful will it 
« hero looſe fthe Soul to all Ereriity, Lord let it not be in vain that Jhave had - ſo 
© many inſtructions, O let me not go down to Hell, let my ſoul Bleſs: and prrife thy. Name 
* for ever; for what thou haſt done for me, thou haſt been at work upon my heart, and thou 
© haſt hejped mc to repent ( the Lord be praiſed ) Lord 1 deſire to be more and more humble, 
© under the ſcene of my.ſins, tor they are dreadful, There are many Souls that have nor com- 
© mitted thoſe ſins, that are now in Pell” © what Mercy it 1s, that / am not in tho ſe flames, 
© in thoſe devouring Flames. Lord as thou i1it ſpared me here, ſpare me to Eternity, let 
© not my Soul periſh : Lord reveal thy ſelfnnto me, m3ke known thy Love unto me ; tell 
© me my fin are pardoned tell me that have an intreſt in Chriſt, before I go hence, and be 
© ſeen no more ; that / might leave ſome Teſtimony behind me, that 1 might tell thy Mis 
* niſtry what thou hiſt done for 'me, and tell thy people what thou haſt done for my Squl. 
© Lord this will nor be only for my SatisfaCtion, bur for thy Glory, Bleſſed Lord, pardon 
© the tms that ] am Guilty of, and'take away this curſ.d baſe heart « gf mine;*Break this 
© Zockie Stonie Heart in pieces: the fins of Murther and Druukennels were ln my heart 
© before : thought ro Eyes did ſee me commit thoſe ſins, but thou didſt ſee me, Lord turn 
© my heart ro thee, and rake away tis heart of Store, and take away this curſed Nature 
© that brought me to theſe ſins, and tothis End,-and I was in dauger of looſing my ſoul to 
© 21] Eternity ; but Lord, tha / am a great ſinner, Chriſt is a great Saviour, he is able to 
* free me from my fins tho they be never fo great ; 1 do believe Lord, / do ſpeak freely from 
© my heart : ſo tar as | know my heart I do believe, it is my griet I can forrow no more for my. 
© fins which have been the cauſe of my offending thee { Jong angl ſo much. One drop of thy 
| Blocd ſprinkled upon my foul will pardon all my fias, Lord crois the black line ot my fing 
© with the red line of my Blood, 7 am not able to a:ſwer for one vain thought, mich le{6 ſor 
© 211 my horrid crimes 1.ord fave my immortal ſoul, that./ may ſing praiſe to thee to all E- 
© tcrnity ; thou haſt pardoned AZaraſſtth that was a great ſinner, and Afary Magdaleu and 
© / zal that were great ſinuers, tne Thief upon the C: ofs.; and thy Mercies are as. great, thy 
© Mercies and thy Love to rcpenting [:nners is not ſhortnes, though my fins are grear, yer, thy 
© mercies are greater than my fins; Lord be with me in my Death, then Ict we have ſome 
* comfertable alſurance of thy: Love unto my ſoul, of the pardon of my ſins, do thou be my 
© God and my Guide now, and to all Etcraity, Amer. 
| EDMUND KIRK, 


7aly the 11th, 
SS &. 

This Morning between Nine and Ten of the Clock they were put into two Carts at 
Newgate; Kirk and Bennet fnco one Cart, and Hl and Readrag luto the other ; the Cart 
that 41 and Reading was in went foremoſt , Reading had a _ ia his hand intituled Fry» 
crs for the Sick, ; Hill appeared very Peniteut calling uppon God .AImighty for Mercy in 
theic Ejaculations Lord brve mercy upon me , Ch.iſt have mercy upnn me, &C. Kirkiada Bible 
in his hand and ſeemed yery Penitent, but with a chearful Countenance : Eexner had no 
Pook in his hand nor faid any thing. | - 

At the place of Execution, they all four went into one Cart, where Mr. Ordinary prayd . 
with them : Reading declared he dyed a Roman Catholick: Hill blanrd a former Componion 
of his own Rechard Fohnſon, who had brought him into thoſe leud Courſes and pray'd licurti= 
ly, but appeared a very ignorant perſon. K#rk made no Confeſſion, but pray*d the ſame 
Prayer which he had penn'd in Priſon, and i3 mention'd before, Viz.0 Lord Moſt Holy, &c. 
He gave his B.ble to his Uncle who was in the Cart with him, for the uſe of his Daughter EX- 
hz.abeth Kirh: The Cart was drawniaway, and they ſuffered according to Law. 


Entered according to Order. 
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